“I am an Anglican Catechist lay leader and
member of the village savings group. | never
had to apply or write an application to Bio
Gardens - they just accepted me and
brought me on as a beneficiary. They have
helped me so much. | come every Wednes
day for a meeting, and after each meeting |
am able to take home some small amount of
savings. The money has helped me buying
household items and paying my children’s
school fees. | am also able to make offerto-
ries at Church, which is very important to
me. | feel comfortable now...I have no wor-
ries and doubts about money. | know how to
manage my money, and if | am ever desper
ate, | know | can get a loan from the village
savings group. Bio Gardens has also helped
me with herbal medicine. | used to have
stomach pain...l could barely eat. This was
happening for years. | went to Bio Gardens
and they gave me a local herb, warburgia.
The problem went away and | haven’'t had
stomach pain since.”

-Bwambale Simon

Village savings group

Bio Gardens IK-DEC

(Indigenous Knowledge Development Centre)

Bio Gardens IK-DEC (Indigenous Knowledge Development Centre) isa
non-governmental organisation founded on the intent to work with indigenous com-
munities and promote the use of indigenous knowledge in agriculture, health, and
conservation for a sustainable livelihood. In 2009, the organisation established a
farmer’s herbal medicine training and research centre. Their main program areas are
environmental conservation, village savings and microfinance, natural medicine, and
nutrition.

FCDE Support

Through partnership with FCDE, Bio Gardens secured an agriculture and livelihoods
intern in 2015. Through this intern, two of Bio Gardens strongest projects were
established. The first was a water harvesting tank, which allows for the collection of
up to 14,000 liters of rain water for the entire village to use. The second was the
introduction of solar drying for fruit - after the intern introduced this concept, Bio
Gardens built upon the project and wrote a proposal to FCDE and was given grant
funding for a fruit drying and juice-making project in 2017. Bio Gardens also received
funds from FCDE in 2015 for poultry rearing. In addition to project funding, Bio Gar
dens has benefitted from FCDE’s resource center, as their office is located in a very
rural area with little to no network access.

FCDE is supporting Bio Gardens to strengthen their financial management systems by
providing guidance on record keeping, documentation, and financial policies. In addi-
tion, Bio Gardens is working with FCDE communications staff to understand the
importance of external communications and create a stronger social media presence
where they can showcase their work.

Beneficiaries receiving water from the Bio
Gardens rainwater harvesting tank.
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